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Chapters I-V 
 
Chapter I 
 

1. The author provides a few clues that Jack might not be 
particularly happy. Find and write down some of the clues. 

 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
2. On page 6 it says “occidit” could mean that the snake “killed her 
(Eurydice)” or “cut her down,” but it could also means she “perished.” 
Throughout the novel, Jack ponders the definition of “occidit.” In your 
opinion, what is the difference between being killed and perishing?  
 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
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3. On page 9, it says, “And Jack never mentioned her (his mother), even 
though he had hundreds of questions.” Why do you suppose Jack cannot 
ask his father about his mother? 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
 
Chapter III. The visit to Dr. Lyons, Dr. Lyons himself, and his 
examination of Jack were all very unusual. What are some of the things 
that happened that were unexpected? Why do you think the Dr. Lyons 
and Jack are acting that way? 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
Chapter V. When Jack decided to go with Euri to be “an urban 
explorer,” do you think he was being wise or foolish? 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
 



 

 


